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My Research & the Slavonic Collections:

1. My	field:	Authoritarian	Persistence

2. My	Approach:	Context	&	Survival	Tactics

3. The	Slavonic	Collections

4. Some	Comments	and	Critiques

Outline
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Do autocratic regimes in East Europe use links with China to 

remain in power? If so, how?

My field: What is authoritarian persistence? 
The	strategies	and	tactics	regimes	use	promote	internal	stability	and	prolong	

autocratic,	domestic	rule.

Main Objective
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Two academic debates:

1) Why autocratic regimes continue to survive/flourish
—neglects	China’s	interactions	with	other	autocratic	regimes

2) Impact of China’s rise on democratic and autocratic regimes
—struggles	to	identify	China's	overall	impact

Why is this topic relevant?



Peter	Braga	•	SSEES 5

The Silk 
Road Project

Figure	1:	The	Silk	Road	Project.	This	image	has	been	modified	from	the	original	with	permission.	
Source:	TD	architects.	(2011).	The	Iron	Silk	Road,Mapping	Cultural	Space	Across	Eurasia.	Retrieved	from:
http://eurasia.cga.harvard.edu/items/show/964	[accessed	December	11,	2016].
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1. A different perspective: Enough of China!

2. Updating IR theory: Omni-alignment

3. New methods: Sentiment Analysis in Russian language

4. Updating literature: Belarus and Ukraine

How is my research relevant?
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My research comprises 2 parts

1. Demonstrate	that	Omni-alignment	is	taking	place;

2. Test	if	3	tactics	are	being	used	within	this	context	to	enhance	survival:

I. Deepening	ties	with	China	to	improve	a	regime’s	economic	performance

II. Adopting	aspects	of	China’s	model	of	authoritarian	stability

III. Russia,	Ukraine,	Belarus	cooperating	with	China	within	transnational	organisations

My Approach
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How I Conduct My Research

Three	different	languages:	Russian,	Chinese	and	English

Most	my	sources	are	contemporary

For	Russian	language,	East	View	is	excellent

Few	sources	at	SSEES—digital	or	physical—on	China	and	East	Europe

Specialist	websites	and	online	journals	for	the	bulk	of	my	sources

The Slavonic Collections
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Comments and Criticisms

• Chinese language sources are	few

• Search often confuses Chinese with	Japanese

• Journals with	“Library	Explore” access are	not current

• Easier to	use	Google,	a	Chinese search engine or	specialised sites

The Slavonic Collections
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The Slavonic Collections

Examples of Chinese Sources via UCL Library Services:
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The Slavonic Collections

Examples of physical collections at UCL SSEES:
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Overall

• Excellent	availability	in	contemporary,	digital	English	and	Russian	sources

• There	are	few	physical,	historical	pieces	on	China’s	ties	with	East	Europe

• Digital	Chinese	sources	on	Post-Soviet	East	Europe	are	accessible,	but	lacking

The Slavonic Collections
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To review:

• I	research	authoritarian	persistence	&	post-Soviet	East	Europe	ties	with	China

• mixed	methods	to	test	the	tactics	regimes	use	for	authoritarian	persistence

• UCL	SSEES	does	have	a	selection	of	sources	in	all	three	target	languages

• It	is	still	easier	to	use	google	or	specialist	websites	to	find	materials

Conclusion
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Any questions? J

Questions
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